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Summary: To explore the pattern of economic cooperation between cities of Belarus and China,
this paper analysed a joint economic cooperation project between cities of two countries - Chongqing
Belarusian-Style Town and concluded that the economic cooperation between cities of the two coun-
tries serves the national development strategy of both sides and develops multi-field cooperation based
on the sister-city partnership with economic focus.
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INTRODUCTION

Since China first proposed the Belt Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013 to form a transnational eco-
nomic belt, Belarus, as a key pivot country in the initiative, has contributed significantly to the con-
struction and development of the Silk Road Economic Belt backed by the long-standing friendly bilat-
eral relations between Belarus and China. The economic cooperation between Belarus and China at the
national level has yielded remarkable achievements, the most glittering of which is the Belarus-China
Industrial Park, which has been praised by the Chinese leader as the pearl of the Silk Road; in addition,
the bilateral foreign trade volume between Belarus and China reached a new record of nearly $5.9
billion by the end 0f 2021 [1]. Besides the numerous positive achievements in inter-country economic
cooperation, inter-city economic cooperation projects between the two countries have also emerged in
recent years. As an important identity to promote inter-city cooperation, the friendship city relationship
has played an important role in deepening and expanding economic cooperation between the cities of
Belarus and China. In 2017, Chongqing Municipality of China and Minsk Oblast of Belarus formally
established friendship city-oblast relations [2]; in 2020, the project of Belarusian-style town in Chong-
qing was officially launched, which added a new milestone to the economic cooperation between the
friendship cities of the two countries. Despite a series of positive achievements and widespread atten-
tion to the economic cooperation between the two countries, the model of inter-city economic cooper-
ation between the two countries has rarely been studied by academics. Given that inter-city economic
cooperation is an important part of the bilateral economic cooperation model between the two coun-
tries, what are the characteristics of the current model of inter-city economic cooperation projects be-
tween the two countries? has become the focus of this paper. This paper aims to deconstruct the current
model of inter-city economic cooperation between Belarus and China by examining the case of the
Belarusian-style town in Chongqing, and to explore the positive impact of this model on the respective
economic development of the two countries, ultimately providing suggestions and intellectual support
to promote sustainable and efficient economic cooperation between the two cities.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The BRI is an initiative initiated by China which aims to connect Asia with Africa and Europe
through a network of land and sea routes. The BRI consists of two routes: the Silk Road Economic
Belt, a land-based transcontinental corridor linking China with Southeast Asia, South Asia, Central
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Asia, Russia and Europe; and the Maritime Silk Road, which connects China's coastal regions with
Southeast Asia, South Asia, the South Pacific, the Middle East, East Africa, and Europe [3]. The initi-
ative aims to promote regional integration, facilitate the expansion of trade and stimulate economic
growth [4]. Belarus is actively participating in the construction of the Silk Road Economic Belt and is
deepening its economic and trade ties with China through this initiative.

The scale of trade and economic cooperation between Belarus and China continues to expand,
backed by the continuing positive diplomatic relations. In 2022, at the twenty-second session of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Heads of Government Meeting in Samarkand of Uzbeki-
stan, Belarus and China unanimously declared to upgrade bilateral relations to a comprehensive all-
weather strategic partnership [5]. Since then, the diplomatic relations between Belarus and China have
reached a new level. Currently, China is the second largest trading partner of Belarus and its largest
trading partner in Asia. Bilateral trade in goods and services between the two countries has grown
steadily over the last decade and reached a record high of nearly $5.9 billion at the end of 2021, with
an increase of about 8.7% over the previous year (see Figure 1). In the context of the deepening eco-
nomic cooperation between the countries of Belarus and China, economic cooperation between the
cities of the two countries is also developed through the partnership of “Friendship City”.

Trade in goods and services between Belarus and China in recent years ($ million)
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Figure 1. Trade in goods and services between Belarus and China in recent years
Source: Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in the People's Republic of China, 2022.[1]

Friendship city (also known as sister city) refers to a bilateral friendly and cooperative relation-
ship between a home city and a foreign city, which is usually approved by a special administrative
authority authorized by the central government or the national parliament of the two countries. Cus-
tomarily, the term " Friendship City" is widely adopted in China, while European countries, including
Belarus, generally call it " Sister City", " Twin City" or " Brother City" [6]. After Chongqing Munici-
pality and Minsk Oblast established friendly city-oblast relationship in 2017, the cooperation between
the two cities in trade, culture and tourism has continued to expand. One of the important cooperation
projects between the two cities is the Belarusian-style town project with the core of trade and tourism.

The Belarusian style town is located in the core area of the National Agricultural Science and
Technology Park in Yubei District, Chongqing, which is one of Yubei District's "main battlefields" for
practicing the rural revitalization strategy. The project takes the Belarusian castle as the blueprint, cul-
tural exchange as the background, and commerce and tourism as the core, it aims to build a commercial
and cultural complex with a unique Belarusian style integrating commerce, leisure tourism, cultural
exchange and ecological liveability. The project covers a land area of about 607 hectares, with a con-
struction area of about 60,000 square meters, and the construction consists of the main building of
Belarus-style town, comprehensive environmental improvement facilities and rural facilities for public
services. The main construction of the project was completed in 2021 and renewed in the same year,
and the overall construction of the project is expected to be completed in December 2023 [7].
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The model shown by the project in boosting the economic development of Belarus and China has the
following characteristics.

Serving the bilateral national development strategy and the BRI. The agro-tourism nature of the
Belarusian-style town project is in line with Chongqing Yubei District's strategy to build a rural revi-
talization pilot model zone, and serves China's national strategy for rural revitalization proposed in
2017; in addition, the joint participation of the two Belarusian and Chinese cities along the Silk Road
Economic Belt is an important achievement of economic cooperation under the influence of the BRI,
and the completion of the project will, to a certain extent, enhance the vitality and dynamism of the
Initiative. The project is in line with Belarus' emphasis on promoting the export of commercial services
in its 2035 National Sustainable Development Strategy [8], as the construction and eventual operation
of the project will require continuous support of commercial services from the Belarus’s side.

Supported by the friendship city partnership. The friendly city-oblast relationship established
between Chongqing Municipality and Minsk Oblast in 2017 contributed to the subsequent investment
cooperation agreement signed between Chongqing Yubei District People's Government and the Exec-
utive Committee of Minsk Oblast at the 2nd China-Chongqing International Friendship City Mayors'
Roundtable in 2019, in which the Belarusian style-town project was initiated with the support of the
investment cooperation agreement signed between the two cities.

Multi-field cooperation with economic development as the core. The core of the Belarusian style
town project is to create economic income through the development of trade and tourism, in addition,
the project covers many areas such as cultural exchange and ecological protection. This is a model of
cooperation between the two cities in the fields of culture, tourism, leisure and ecology, with economic
development at the core.

CONCLUSIONS

Under the BRI, the economic cooperation projects between cities in Belarus and China have
become increasingly active and the economic cooperation models have become increasingly diversi-
fied. This paper has summarized three main characteristics of the current inter-city economic cooper-
ation model of Belarus and China through the perspective of the Belarusian style town project in
Chongqing: Serving the bilateral national development strategy and the BRI; supported by the friend-
ship city cooperation relationship; and multi-field cooperation with economic development as the core.
The deconstruction of the inter-city economic cooperation model between Belarus and China will pro-
vide a possible angle of thinking and intellectual support for solving the dilemmas and problems faced
by the inter-city economic cooperation between the two countries and even the inter-country economic
cooperation, as well as help to continuously promote more bilateral inter-city economic cooperation
projects and enhance the sustainability and efficiency of the economic cooperation between the two
countries.

REFERENCES

1. Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in the People's Republic of China. Economic and Trade
Cooperation  Bilateral  Relations  [Electronical  resource].  -2022.  Access  Mode:
https://www.china.mfa.gov.by/zh/bilateral/trade/ (in Chinese). - Access Date: 11.20.2022.

2. Chongqing Municipal People's Government. List of Chongqing's friendship with foreign cit-
ies (provinces and  states) [Electronical  resource]. -2021. Access  Mode:
http://zfwb.cq.gov.cn/dwyx/yhcs/201912/t20191226 3172944 .html (in Chinese). - Access Date:
11.20.2022.

3. Adhikari, M. and Z. Ma, The Belt and Road Initiative as a Gateway to the Sea for Land-
Locked Countries: With Reference to Nepal. SAGE Open, 2022. 12(1): p. 21582440221087271.

133


https://www.china.mfa.gov.by/zh/bilateral/trade/
http://zfwb.cq.gov.cn/dwyx/yhcs/201912/t20191226_3172944.html

4. European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Belt and Road Initiative [Electronical
resource].  -2022.  Access  Mode:  https://www.ebrd.com/what-we-do/belt-and-road/over-
view.html#:~:text=China's%20Belt%20and%20Road,trade%20and%20stimulating%20eco-
nomic%20growth. - Access Date: 11.20.2022.

5. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China. Joint Statement of the People's
Republic of China and the Republic of Belarus on the Establishment of an All-Weather Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership [Electronical resource]. -2021. Access Mode:
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/zyxw/202209/t20220916 10766853.shtml (in Chinese). - Access Date:
11.20.2022.

6. Chongqing Municipal People's Government. Guideline for Establishing Sister Cities between
China and  Foreign  Countries  [Electronical  resource].  -2017;  Access  mode:
http://zfwb.cq.gov.cn/dwyx/yhcs/201912/t20191226 3173079 wap.html (in Chinese). - Access Date:
11.20.2022.

7. Chongqing Yubei District Development and Reform Commission. Yubei District 2022 key
projects construction list [Electronical resource]. -2022; Access Mode:
http://www.ybq.gov.cn/bm/qfzggw/zwgk 70831/fdzdgknr 70834/zdxm 108649 2/zdjsxmqd 25251
5/202202/t20220215 10395336.html (in Chinese). - Access Date: 11.20.2022.

8. Official Website of the Republic of Belarus. New Belarus’ development strategy to be sub-
mitted to government before 1 April [Electronical resource]. -2020; Access mode: https://www.bela-
rus.by/en/government/events/new-belarus-development-strategy-to-be-submitted-to-government-be-
fore-1-april 1 109248.html. - Access Date: 11.20.2022.

134


https://www.ebrd.com/what-we-do/belt-and-road/overview.html#:~:text=China's%20Belt%20and%20Road,trade%20and%20stimulating%20economic%20growth
https://www.ebrd.com/what-we-do/belt-and-road/overview.html#:~:text=China's%20Belt%20and%20Road,trade%20and%20stimulating%20economic%20growth
https://www.ebrd.com/what-we-do/belt-and-road/overview.html#:~:text=China's%20Belt%20and%20Road,trade%20and%20stimulating%20economic%20growth
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/zyxw/202209/t20220916_10766853.shtml
http://zfwb.cq.gov.cn/dwyx/yhcs/201912/t20191226_3173079_wap.html
http://www.ybq.gov.cn/bm/qfzggw/zwgk_70831/fdzdgknr_70834/zdxm_108649_2/zdjsxmqd_252515/202202/t20220215_10395336.html
http://www.ybq.gov.cn/bm/qfzggw/zwgk_70831/fdzdgknr_70834/zdxm_108649_2/zdjsxmqd_252515/202202/t20220215_10395336.html
https://www.belarus.by/en/government/events/new-belarus-development-strategy-to-be-submitted-to-government-before-1-april_i_109248.html
https://www.belarus.by/en/government/events/new-belarus-development-strategy-to-be-submitted-to-government-before-1-april_i_109248.html
https://www.belarus.by/en/government/events/new-belarus-development-strategy-to-be-submitted-to-government-before-1-april_i_109248.html

