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Summary. As an important node country of the "Belt and Road" initiative and an
important gateway from Asia to Europe, Belarus has become increasingly im-
portant economic and strategic significance of trade cooperation between China
and Belarus for the development of the two countries. A study of the trade data of
the two countries shows that the overall trade intensity between China and Bela-
rus, especially Belarusian exports and Chinese imports, is relatively low.

Belarus and China established diplomatic relations in 1992, and the total bi-
lateral trade volume between Belarus and Belarus has grown steadily since the
establishment of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in July 2013. The Belt
and Road Initiative, proposed by China in 2013, is committed to promoting open,
inclusive and shared development of the global economy. China and Belarus ac-
tively promote the construction of the “Belt and Road” to create a new situation
in trade between China and Belarus, promote industrial development, attract for-
eign investment, tap trade potential, and promote infrastructure construction. In
this context, how to give full play to the advantages of China and Belarus, and
then expand the scale of trade between the two countries, promote the trade bal-
ance between the two countries, and optimize the trade structure between the two
countries has become an important practical issue.

The current situation of bilateral trade between China and Belarus:
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Figure 1 — The current situation of bilateral trade between China and Belarus

Fig. 1 list 29 categories of SITC two-digit products with high complementa-
rity index but low trade intensity in bilateral trade, which account for 44 % of
SITC 66 two-digit products, which further reflects the great potential of bilateral
trade cooperation between China and Belarus. On the one hand, in Belarusian
exports to China (see fig. 1), agricultural products, dairy products, natural re-
source products, capital and technology products all show high complementarity
and low trade intensity.

On the other hand, in China's export trade with Belarusian imports (see fig.
1), trade in agricultural products, natural resource products, capital technology
products and machine parts is highly complementary, but the trade intensity is low
and the potential is huge.

The main reason for the insufficient development of bilateral trade potential
between China and Belarus:

Belarus actively promotes the development of foreign trade, compared with
China, although Belarus has obvious comparative advantages in agriculture, re-
source products and chemical industry, but its trade products are less competitive,
unable to achieve import substitution and expand exports, foreign trade has been
in deficit for a long time, can not expand exports to China.

The economies and systems of China and Belarus are quite different, and
institutional differences and imperfections are one of the important constraints
affecting trade development. China and Belarus have different stages of economic
development and economic systems.

Insufficient cooperation in technology trade, insufficient trade intensity be-
tween the two countries in capital technology industries, such as organic chemical
products, general industrial machinery and equipment and machine parts, tele-
communications, sound recording, reproduction equipment and other fields.

3. Countermeasure suggestions:

Strengthen intergovernmental communication and exchanges: The Chinese
and Belarusian governments should continue to promote bilateral trade coopera-
tion, strengthen policy communication, promote friendly consultation, and
achieve mutually beneficial and win-win economic and trade cooperation be-
tween the two countries.
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Promoting trade and investment facilitation in the field of investment: China-
Belarus trade cooperation should seize the major opportunities of the "Belt and
Road" construction, promote trade facilitation and market connectivity, promote
the connection of Asian and European markets, and help transform Belarus's old
industry and improve operational efficiency.

Promote deepening trade cooperation: Actively support Chinese-funded en-
terprises to explore the Belarusian market, and encourage cooperation between
the two sides in infrastructure construction, international production capacity co-
operation, technological innovation and other fields.

Give full play to the role of the China-Belarus Industrial Park as a technology
platform: As the largest economic and technological cooperation project between
the two countries and the largest industrial park project in China, further imple-
menting the China-Belarus Industrial Park cooperation project can promote the
optimization of Belarus's economic structure and market opening, make full use
of foreign capital and technology to promote economic development, and also
help Belarusian enterprises to "go out™ on a large scale and promote in-depth eco-
nomic and trade cooperation between China and Belarus.
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Summary. This article examines the importance, current status and potential of
cooperation between Belarus and China by analyzing cross-cultural exchanges
and humanitarian cooperation between the two countries. In recent years, the two
countries have made remarkable achievements in the field of cultural exchanges
and humanitarianism, and have made positive contributions to the deepening of
bilateral relations and world peace and stability. However, there are still some
challenges, including language communication, cultural differences, etc. There-
fore, this article puts forward a number of recommendations aimed at further
strengthening cooperation between the two countries and taking bilateral rela-
tions to a new level.
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