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Thepracticeoftaxingtransportationofmerchandiseintooroutofthecountrybytheleadersofa

ncientstatesstarteditsexistinghundredsofyearsagoandstillremainsratherpopularwaytocontrolfor

eigntradeoperationsbetweenresidentsandnon-

residentsofthecountryoranintegrationassociation.Directlyaffectingthepriceofitemsthroughtariff

s,taxes,excises,fees,stateregulatesflowsofmerchandise,receivesfinancialresources,protectsdom

esticproducers. 

IntheEurasianEconomicUnion(EAEU)declarantscalculateamountspayablebythemselve

s,whichrequiresenhancedattentionbythecustomsadministrationstosuppresspossibleoffensescon

cerningindicationofinaccurateparticularsbydishonestagentsandgainingbenefitfromit.Theformul

asforcalculatingtheamountsofcustomsdutiestobepaidareshowninfigure1. 

 

Figure 1 – The formulas for calculating the amounts of customs duties 

 

IntheEAEUtheorderofcalculationandpaymentofcustomsdutiesisestablishedbythelegisla

tionoftheEAEU,oftaxes–bythearticlesofnationallegislation. 

Customsdutiesperformfiscal,protectionistandbalancingfunctions.Ifdeclarantswantcusto

msbodiestoissuegoodstheymustpaydutiesandtaxesorensuretheirpayment. 

Oneofthemostimportantfunctionsofcustomspaymentsisthefiscalone.Thebasisofgovern

mentrevenueistaxrevenue(Table).Theamountoftaxespaidiscalculatedonthebasisofthetaxbasean
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dthetaxrate,whicharedeterminedinaccordancewiththeTaxCodeoftheRepublicofBelarusseparate

lyforVATandexcisetaxcollectedbycustomsauthorities87. 

 

Table–Tax revenues from foreign trade activities and their share in the revenue of the 

state budget of the Republic of Belarus for 2010–2016. 

Index 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Theamountofim

portcustomsduti

es,fees,blnrubles

. 

2,811.1 4,893.0 13,535.6 16,782.1 15,744.0 12,071.6 8,999.1 

Theshareintaxre

venues,% 
8.6 16.3 16.2 16.4 14.6 9.4 6.4 

Theshareinsta-

terevenues,% 
7.9 14.6 14.6 13.8 12.2 7.7 5.0 

Theamountofex

portcustomsduti

es,blnrubles. 

7,301.1 2,356.8 11,830.5 13,009.5 10,345.9 25,451.4 31,653.9 

Theshareintaxre

venues,% 
22.2 7.85 14.17 12.67 9.6 19.9 22.4 

Theshareinsta-

terevenues,% 
20.6 7.0 12.8 10.7 8.1 16.2 17.5 

TheamountofV

AT,blnrubles. 
12,581.4 13,454.1 33,426.5 41,327.5 45,833.1 52,312.4 58,280.8 

Theshareintaxre

venues,% 
38.28 44.82 40.0 40.3 42.5 40.83 41.2 

Theshareinsta-

terevenues,% 
35.42 40.0 36.0 34.0 35.6 33.4 32.3 

Theamountofexc

isetax,blnrubles. 
4,562.1 5,369.8 11,337.2 16,434.0 22,734.2 20,954.4 20,770.7 

Theshareintaxre

venues,% 
13.9 17.9 13.6 16.0 21.1 16.4 14.7 

Theshareinsta-

terevenues,% 
12.8 16.0 12.2 13.5 17.7 13.4 11.5 

Note–

Thesource:theauthor’sdevelopmentbasedondatafromtheMinistryofFinanceoftheRepublicofBel

arus88. 

 

Itshouldbenotedthatthesumofimportcustomsdutiesandfeeswascalculatedbyaddingcusto

msfees,importcustomsduties,exceptthoseonesthatwerepaidandcreditedintheframeworkoftheEA

                                                
87The Tax Code of the Republic of Belarus No. 166-Z of December 19, 2002 / National Center of Legal Information of the Republic of Belarus. 

– Minsk, 2008. 
88The Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Belarus [Electronic resource]. – 2000. – Mode of access: http://www.minfin.gov.by.  – Date of access: 

10.03.2018. 
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EU,importcustomsdutiesreceivedfromtheEAEUmemberstatesinaccordancewiththeTreatyonthe

EAEU,importcustomsduties,paidontheterritoryoftheRepublicofBelarusandcreditedtothebudget

inaccordancewiththeTreatyontheEAEU,special,anti-

dumping,compensatoryduties,similarlypaidandcredited.Theshareofimportcustomsdutiesandfee

sreceived,exceptofpaidandcreditedintheframeworkoftheEAEU,isonly0.5–

2%ofthestaterevenue.Indicators“theamountofVAT”and“theamountofexcisetaxes”includethea

mountofsuchtaxesreceiveduponimportationintotheterritoryofthecountrytogetherwithdomestict

axes. 

Ifweanalyzethedataabovewewillseethatthepriorityroleinthereplenishmentoftherepublic

anbudgetrevenueisplayedbyVATleviedatallstagesofproductionandcirculation,exportcustomsd

uties,primarilyrelatedtotheexportofrefinedproductsandexcises,collectedontheimportayionofexc

isablearticlesandonproductioninsidethecountry. 

Itisprerequisitefordeclarantstopaycustomsdutiesandtaxesbeforetheissueofthearticlesifth

eywanttoplacemerchandiseunderthecustomsproceduresofreleasefordomesticconsumptionande

xport.OthercasesaredescribedbytheCustomsCodeoftheEAEUforeachcustomsprocedureseparat

ely. 

Accordingtostatistics,upto80%ofitemsareplacedunderthecustomsproceduresofreleasefo

rdomesticconsumptionandexport,thetermofwhichisthepaymentofcustomsdutiesand(or)taxes89. 

Thequestionarises:whatistheeconomicbenefitofothercustomsprocedures? 

Themoststrikingexampleisthecustomsproceduresofprocessing.Itispresentedinthefigure

2. 

Iftheitemsareexcisable,thentheexciseiscollectedtotherevenueoftherepublicanbudget. 

Consignorsandconsigneesbenefitfromtheuseofcustomsproceduresbecusetheycannottop

ayorpaypartlydutiesandtaxesiftheyobservecertainterms.Localproducersalsogetprotectionfromu

nfaircompetition;promotionoftheiractivities(theydonotpayexportdutiesforitemsleavingcustoms

territory,exceptforcertainkindsofcommodity);improvementofqualityandspeedofoperationsdon

ebycustomsofficers,whichleadstothereductionintimeandmoneycosts. 

Toconcludeweshouldsaythatthesystemofcalculationandpaymentofcustomsdutiesandtax

esisanintegralpartofthecustomstariffregulationofforeigneconomicactivity.Inordertoimproveit,t

hegovernmentrevisesandsupplementslegislationinaccordancewithglobalexperience,takesmeas

urestoenhancecustomscontrol,includingpost-

                                                
89 Customs procedures: features and practice of application [Electronic resource] / The magazine “Actual problems of theory and practice”. – 

Moscow, 2011. – Mode of access: http://www.vipstd.ru/nauteh/index.php/ru/---ep13-12/1068-a. – Date of access: 10.03.2018. 
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customsone.Itisplannedtomodifythemethodologyofcreditinganddistributingtheamountsofimpo

rtcustomsdutiesbetweenthememberstatesoftheEAEUin2018.TheGovernmentofourcountryisact

ivelycooperatingwithintheframeworkofthebusinessmanagementevaluationsystem“Doingbusin

ess”,theinstructionsoftheWorldBankarebeingimplemented.Thecontinuousimprovementoftheac

tivitiesofthecustomsauthoritiesofthecountrywasnotedinthereport“Doingbusiness–

2018”:theRepublicofBelaruswasincludedin30leadingcountriesoutof190analyzedintherating“In

ternationaltrade”. 

 

 

Figure 2– The application features of the processing procedures in the EAEU 

 




