
 

affect the preferences of city users to change 
the way of thinking about various means of 
communication? Will these alterations help 
to promote the idea of walkable city centre? 
Will the implementation of the undertaking 
in the field of improving the quality of pub-
lic spaces cause the real social and economi-
cal revival of degraded parts of a downtown 
area? It is needed to observe the changing 
situation and wait so as to find right answers 
to the questions. What is for sure, city is like 
a living organism and city centre seems to be 
its most important part – the heart. It is cru-
cial to deal with it carefully and within a 
long-term and multilayered process. The re-
newal process must be overthought and sen-
sible so as to protect what is valuable, to an-
swer people’s needs and to provide desira-
ble, comfortable and attractive living 
environment. 
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для обеспечения сбалансированных и устойчивых 
решений, создания городов, удобных для жизни. 
Затрагиваются вопросы решения конкретных про-
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In the following article there is tackled a problem 
of high-quality public space creation. The author ac-
centuates the importance of idea of complete places 
formation in terms of functional and spatial exigences 
as well as in social dimension. The public space is 
understood as the main compositional and semantic 
scheme of a downtown area. It is also the most cru-
cial space where it is needed to develop interaction 
and social contacts. The paper presents chosen issues 

of high quality space creation within a downtown 
area of the city of Poznan in Poland. 

Introduction. While considering the issue 
of creating high-quality public space, two 
factors should be taken into account in the 
context of contemporary changes and current 
development trends. The first is the need to 
ensure the protection of cultural value, and 
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the second to enable development answering 
the best contemporary conditions such as 
globalization, competitiveness, metropo-
lisation and the network structure of urban-
ized areas. This is particularly important in 
the case of inner-city spaces, which are dis-
tinguished by the number of spatial, histori-
cal and cultural values, and therefore require 
special attention in the context of urban 
landscape protection. On the other hand, it is 
needed to provide an attractive functional 
and spatial offer that can be understood as 
architectural innovations implemented in the 
historical tissue as part of active protection 
strategy.

Taking into account the fact that contem-
porary society is a knowledge society, while 
rethinking the renewal strategy it is needed 
to take into account the issue of information 
contained in the city visual form. In this con-
text, city physiognomy is a component that 
plays an important role in the process of de-
velopment and revival. Creation of public 
spaces that are visually attractive and usable 
is essential to be considered in economic 
terms too, because it can have a significant 
impact on city competitive advantages for-
mation. 

Contemporary trends in downtown area 
redefinition. The main trends in the trans-
formation of inner-city structures in contem-
porary conditions are identified in "The new 
Athens Charter 2003"5. It is a document that 
defines a vision for the development of 21st 
century cities, proposed by the European 
Council of Town Planners. 

According to the "Charter ...", the 21st 
century cities are difficult to distinguish, be-
cause of widely understood social activity, 
previously located mainly in inner parts of 
cities, at present is spreading to the outskirts. 
Moreover, cities connect with each other 
creating network systems, where the classic 
city in the administrative sense is one of the 
elements of the system. The biggest problem 
of contemporary cities is the lack of cohe-
sion, both in the spatial sense, as well as in 
relation to development in time, the diversity 

5 https://architexturez.net/doc/az-cf-172768 

of social structures and cultural differences. 
This is expressed in the lack of continuity in 
the nature of the urban tissue, but also in the 
break of the identity continuity, requiring 
protection and articulation in the context of 
high development dynamics. New directions 
in spatial policy aim to promote activities 
related to the renewal of historical down-
town centers, primarily to preserve and ac-
tively protect the historically shaped spatial 
structure. 

Urban development can cause negative 
effects, against which cities have to defend. 
It is mainly about the unfavorable phenome-
na of both spatial unification and segrega-
tion. There is a general unification process to 
several spatial models around the world. 
Segregation due to income, stereotypical so-
lutions in the field of construction, lack of 
care for existing resources and existing func-
tional and spatial situation, negatively affect 
the image of inner-city areas, which often 
lose their attractiveness in relation to the 
more economically available suburbial areas. 

Inclusion of Polish space into European 
structures creates new challenges for cities, 
including necessity of increasing their attrac-
tiveness and innovativeness, in particular in 
terms of inner-city areas. Maintaining the 
proper level of competitiveness of the Polish 
downtown in the European space is a key 
principle in development and renewal pro-
cess. Active protection [Ashworth, 1997] 
still seems to be a right tool in the city center 
redefinition, aimed at protecting of cultural 
heritage and allowing its proper use in the 
development process. Thanks to this ap-
proach, it is possible to carry out the process 
of revitalization and revalorization while 
maintaining the value of the place's authen-
ticity, while at the same time  

Rethinking the relationship between 
space and its user in terms of urban compo-
sition. From the point of view of the spatial 
issues a composition is a very important tool 
that helps to create attractive, readable and 
well-organised spaces. The composition 
plays significant role in assessing the quality 
of the urban space by the user, and decides 
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to help achieve the desired spatial order and 
harmony. 

Relations between urban space and its us-
er are undeniable – already in the sixties of 
the last century, it was noticed by research-
ers how strong they are. Archetypical can-
ons, among others of Vitruvius' triad - beau-
ty, durability and usefulness, refer not only 
to space but to the psychosomatic and socio-
cultural dimension of being human in space. 
In the process of multi-sensory reception of 
urban surrounding, within a complex cogni-
tive process, the external stimuli influence 
user’s senses. 

Functional and spatial offer of the city, its 
physiognomy and the information and visual 
layer, to a very significant extent affect the 
formation of cognitive schemas, and thus 
affect social behavior. Identification of per-
ception is a physical view and building cog-
nitive schemes in the mind. Perceptual iden-
tification in human contact with the envi-
ronment occurs at the level of orientation 
and adaptation. In this context, an important 
role is played by the urban composition, 
which occurs to be a tool for shaping posi-
tive relations between man and city - both in 
architectural and urban dimensions. 

The composition of the city also serves to 
evoke the emotional and aesthetic feelings of 
city users. Multisensual contact with the sur-
rounding deeply affects human behaviours 
and taken actions so in shaping spatial har-
mony it is very important to understand spa-
tial variability as a principle. Material com-
ponents of urban space can be understood as 
factors that stimulate city users sensually and 
emotionally. Identification and qualification 
of spatial elements is made in accordance 
with their meaning. The key task in the pro-
cess of renewing and reshaping city space is 
to emphasize the dependence and relation-
ship man and the surrounding urban space. 

Chosen aspects of high quality public 
space creation. Public space is always per-
ceived in the dual system of spatial and so-
cial values which is characterized by specific 
functional features. It is the place of trans-
mission of various products - material and 
non-material, which should provide satisfac-

tion of diverse needs of city users6. It is to be 
considered as a common good of strategic 
importance for local communities. Moreo-
ver, public space plays an important role in 
creating a downtown area of high level of 
attractiveness. It influences the creation of 
material and immaterial image of the city, 
also in terms od place marketing.  

Public spaces in the city center play a 
particularly important role in the process of 
urban renewal and remodelling, because they 
are distinguished by a rich offer of architectural, 
compositional, urban, historical and cultural 
values. Thanks to these values, downtown area 
is an excellent ground for the development of 
culture-forming functions and the imple-
mentation of art-related elements. The search 
for urban identity requires the articulation of the 
individualized character and uniqueness of the 
place, and in regards to these the accentuation 
of existing values is crucial.

Downtown areas so as to be competitive and 
complete need multifunctional offer, versatility 
of diverse types of spaces and above all, social-
ly attractive public life and vitality in general. 
Attractiveness of public space is also under-
stood as a stimulation of social activities and 
inspiration to interactact with space and with 
other city users. 

In these terms, the spatial values are of high 
importance. The urban composition and fur-
nishings can significantly influence semantic 
value of space as well as emotions and behavior 
of its users. Elements of urban interior furnish-
ings that have artistic value can underline the 
uniqueness of a place and can significantly con-
tribute to increasing the attractiveness of the 
spatial offer within downtown area.  

Public space seems to be very attractive 
place to implement art. In traditional terms, 
art in public space was placed for aesthetic 
and semantic reasons. Nowadays, art, going 
beyond the boundaries of galleries and mu-
seums, gains a new value in terms of crea-
tion socially attractive offer. It concerns not 
only physical urban space, but also immate-

6 Definition in accordance with Public Space Chart 
accepted during III Polish Urban Planning Congress 
in 2009 roku [in:] Nowa urbanistyka… 
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rial solutions like digital ones that can be 
located in publicly accessible spaces. 

Cultural offer together with the elements 
of small architecture can play crucial role in 
stimulation of creativity. Provoking spatial 
activities and social interactions and being of 
high artistic value, they should complement 
the offer of urban and architectural historical 
structure, introducing additional aesthetic, 
visual and social qualities to the down-
town area. 

Complete places and active inner city 
space – case study of chosen public spaces 
within downtown area of city of Poznan. 
Complete places and active inner city space 
is the idea of promoting and creating vital 
and high quality public spaces in downtown 
areas conducted by Author in research team 
at Poznan University of Technology7. It is 
the study of the public space attractiveness 
undertaken from the point of view of socio-
spatial offer that stimulates users to activity 
and inspires various social interactions. It is 
an extension of the problems tackled within 
research entitled "MAD – Meaning, Action, 
Design"8. The idea of MAD was based on 
the assumption that equipping public space 
of downtown area with artistic, interactive 
and creative artefacts can positively stimu-
late users to active participation and interac-
tions among city users and a surrounding 
space. According to the issues considered in 
the following research, semantic layer, vitali-
ty and decoration constitute the necessary 
elements of attractive, innovative and quali-
tative public space. 

7 Complete places and active inner city space – chosen 
aspects of high quality and vital public space in downtown 
area of city of Poznan, 2018, research work no. 
10/04/DSPB/0140, stage I, conducted at the Faculty of 
Architecture, Poznan University of Technology, the per-
son in charge: dr inż.arch. B. Kaźmierczak, team member 
– dr inż.arch. Dominikę Pazder. 
8 Author’s research conducted altogether with dr inż.arch. 
Bartosz Kaźmierczak under supervision of dr hab. szt. T. 
Matusewicz entitled „Sztuka w przestrzeni miasta - 
obiekton jako środek kreacji i aktywizacji społecznej 
przestrzeni publicznych miasta na przykładzie studialnym 
Poznania. Studium fizjonomiczno-semantyczne 
śródmiejskich przestrzeni publicznych Poznania” realized 
in years 2013-2018 at the Faculty of Architecture, Poznan 
University of Technology. 

Complete place visioning is understood as 
creating an attractive public space of high 
aesthetic and compositional quality, which 
affects the assurance of positive emotional 
experiences, psycho-physical comfort and 
the possibility of establishing social contacts. 
The starting point of the considerations re-
garding the creation of the public space 
which is complete and socially active is un-
derstanding architecture and urban planning 
as the ability to shape human environment. It 
is crucial to take into account the multi-
aspect nature of determinants, not only spa-
tial and economic opportunities, but also 
humanistic, cultural and social issues. 

Attractiveness in the context of public space, 
especially within downtown and central areas, 
means providing unique and memorable places, 
comfortable and functional ones, as well as in-
spiring and encouraging to stay longer. Art and 
culture implemented in material form of build-
ings and elements of public space equipment 
can prove to be very important instrument of 
spatial and social activation. Material elements 
affect immaterial effect having an emotional 
impact on city user. 

 The undertaken research presents exam-
ple of the downtown area of Poznan. The 
main identified aim was to improve the qual-
ity of chosen public space. In the studies the 
most important research assumption was 
creation of spatially, functionally and seman-
tically complete public space what influ-
ences its social activity. The work was con-
ducted in the research team and also imple-
mented in the didactic work at the Faculty of 
Architecture of the Poznan University of 
Technology.  

The aim of the research is to formulate 
recommendations for selected public spaces 
of the city center of Poznan in terms of the 
possible introduction of buildings with cul-
ture-creating function together with the sur-
rounding public space of high quality and 
attractiveness. Cultural functions are sup-
posed to fulfill not only a spatial role but, 
above all, to activate and inspire social life. 
It is about both semantic and spatial value of 
the place which is well-equipped and thus 
can stimulate its recipients intellectually and 
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emotionally having a positive impact on the 
public spaces redefinition and renewal. 

The first stage of the research was devoted 
to the identification of specific kind of places 
within the delimited downtown area of a city 
of Poznan. The idea was to indicate spaces 
that are unbuilt and neglected or degraded 
which in general are called non-places [Auge, 
1995 ]. While searching for these kind of 
spaces, there was made an assumption, that 
identified places must be characterized by a 
very illegible meaning and not well defined 
semantic layer. The next step was devoted to 
the detailed compositional and visual analysis 
of the given spaces, taking into account the 
possible but not visible enough relationships 
with the surrounding. As a result of this stage, 
there were selected areas that are character-
ized by compositional importance and they 
were intended for further research. The cho-
sen spaces were generally located at the inter-
section of important directions, at the corners 
of streets of high importance within down-
town area or in their immediate vicinity. An 
important determinant of the choice was the 
fact that these spaces should provide the pos-
sibility of introducing a cultural function with 
the neighbouring public space. The assump-
tion was made that redefinition of these plac-
es can significantly increase the quality of the 
spatial environment in terms of composition, 
functionality and aesthetics and in this way 
can positively affects social activity and inter-
actions. 

The part of the research was also carried out 
with students9 of the Faculty of Architecture of 
Poznan University of Technology. Student’s 
work was conducted under the guidance of Au-
thor. The projects were about designing the 
possible architectural and urban solutions de-
voted to selected public spaces, which were di-
agnosed as significant in terms of composition 
and spatial meaning, but currently deficient and 
neglected. These spaces were subjected to a 
detailed, multicriteria urban analysis, taking into 
account the compositional-spatial, functional 
and aesthetic-scenic conditions of the surround-
ings. As a result of this stage of research it was 

9 Students of third year at first stage of education 
within the course entitled “Landscape architecture”. 

possible to formulate design guidelines regard-
ing the selection of functional and spatial solu-
tions and culture-forming offer, which could 
enable the redefinition of the meaning of space 
and give it a new semantic dimension.  

The projects prepared by the students 
were planned to be a voice in the discussion 
on possible and necessary changes in the city 
center area of Poznan. The proposals con-
cerned the possible architectural design of 
examined areas altogether with social facili-
ties and urban furniture offer.  

The analyses of the surrounding con-
cerned examination of existing communica-
tion system and functions e.g. commercial 
offer, public services, public/private zones, 
greenery. There were examined visual and 
compositional aspects as well e.g. materials 
and colours of built and unbuilt tissue, sky-
lines and urban skeleton. Students made an 
assessment of the overall image of the given 
space and marked positive and negative ur-
ban and architectural elements. The were 
also made a subjective assessment of im-
pressions to evaluate an overall image of the 
plot with neighbouring area. 

The next step of design work was devoted 
to definition of size and dimension of possi-
ble solids to be implemented. The proposals 
were examined within a process of changing 
colours, materials and structures so as to find 
the best solution fitting in the surrounding. 
The chosen solution was justified in accord-
ance to previously observed conditions and 
to conclusions formulated on the basis of 
analyzes. 

Conclution. The research presented in the 
article concerns the assessment of the quality of 
public spaces in the city center of Poznan with 
regard to the possibility of implementing ob-
jects or elements of culture-related functions as 
well as artistic and technological values. The 
research focuses mainly on issues related to the 
activation of public spaces in the spatial and 
social aspect. The most important research topic 
is the relationship between functional and spa-
tial renewal and social activation of inner-city 
spaces. Transforming selected spaces of high 
compositional significance and low semantic 
value through the implementation of cultural 
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and creative functions can contribute to ensur-
ing socially desirable attractiveness, which fa-
vors social interaction and stimulates creative 
activities. The creation of public spaces that are 
complete in functional, aesthetic and semantic 
terms can significantly affect the stimulation of 
social life. 

The issue of creating high-quality public 
spaces is an important element of the city's de-
velopment and renewal. In this context, it is 
necessary to emphasize the need to create a new 
image of a city of culture and creativity. In this 
perspective, the public spaces of the downtown 
area play a special role of the information carri-
er regarding quality and openness to creative 
ideas, activities and environment. Assuming the 
pro-cultural orientation of the Poznan down-
town area development, appropriate facilities 
and functional and spatial infrastructure should 
be secured. 

The idea of Poznan as the city of culture and 
creativity can be an important development op-
portunity, balancing between existing image 
maintenance of a city of business that already 
has a strong economic position. The presented 
research is aimed at popularizing this develop-
mental direction with particular emphasis on the 
downtown area. Thanks to the high quality of 
the public space downtown’s offer can be an 
important economic stimulus. The intention of 
the research is also to draw attention to the ne-
cessity of functional and spatial redefinition of 
the city center, in which there are still many de-
graded and unattractive spaces with the high 
development potential. Its proper use and giv-
ing it the desired functional and spatial setting 
are important elements of proper development 
strategy aiming at increasing the spatial and so-
cial attractiveness of the Poznan downtown 
area. 
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Pic. 1. An example of a students’ work – poster presenting part of spatial, functional and compositional 
analyzes. Case study of Poznan city centre. [prepared by Aleksandra Kośmicka, Anna Korzeniewska 

under supervision of Author]
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